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4.  Maud, and other Poems.    London, 1855.

5.  Idylls of the King.    London, 1859.

MR. TENNYSON published his first volume, under the title of
" Poems Chiefly Lyrical/' in 1830, and his second, with the name
simply of " Poems/' in 1833. In 1842 he reappeared before the
world in two volumes, partly made up from the debris of his
earlier pieces ; and from this time forward he came into the
enjoyment of a popularity at once great, growing, and select.
With a manly resolution, which gave promise of the rare
excellence he was progressively to attain, he had at this time
amputated altogether from the collection about one-half
of the contents of his earliest work, with some considerable
portion of the second; he had almost rewritten or carefully
corrected other important pieces, and had added a volume
of new compositions.

The latter handiwork showed a great advance upon the
earlier; as, indeed, 1833 had shown upon 1830. From the
very first, however, he had been noteworthy in performance
as well as in promise, and it was plain that, whatever else
might happen, at least neglect was not to be his lot. But,
in the natural heat of youth he had at the outset certainly
mixed up some trivial with a greater number of worthy produc-
tions, and had shown an impatience of criticism by which,
however excusable, he was sure to be himself the chief sufferer.
His higher gifts, too, were of the quality which, by the change-
less law of nature, cannot ripen fast; and there was, accord-
ingly, some portion both of obscurity and of crudity in the
results of his youthful labours. Men of slighter materials
would have come more quickly to their maturity, and might
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